[When continuity is told to us. Mental health and symbolization of filiation in aged persons].
The author examines the links between the feeling of continuity and the mental health of 25 elderly people who recount their perception of how material and cultural values are transmitted in their line of descendants and in their social community. In considering the aging process as a cultural system, the author builds a model depicting the symbolization of the rule of filiality, for which there are three categories developed in function of manifestations of a more or less strong feeling of continuity or of a feeling of rupture. Beyond their psychological vulnerability and the "deadline" to which they are confronted, these people find themselves in one of the three categories of this model through their relationships with their ascendants and descendants.